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... uniting families . . .

Spring 2009

Past Accomplishments, Future Promise

Anniversaries are a time to pause and to reflect on
what’s been and to imagine what can be. Early March
marks the 5t anniversary of the incorporation of Our
Children’s Place (OCP) — becoming a “real”
organization. Yet as many of you know, the work at
OCP started before the first paperwork was filed, as
Board Chair Kim Hoke writes.

More than five years ago, Our Children’s Place began
with a vision of how North Carolina could keep its
families together, even those fraught with multiple
problems, including the incarceration of the mothers of
young children.

Faced with the reality that women who are sentenced
to active prison terms have their children taken
away—or if the mothers are pregnant and deliver
while in prison, their infants are removed almost
immediately after birth, Sen. Ellie Kinnaird searched
for alternatives.

A group of similarly concerned citizens formed a non-
profit organization called OCP to investigate programs
in other states and establish a way to keep the mothers
and children together. And, equally important, to
improve their options and opportunities for success.

From that early vision, followed by visits to learn
about programs in several other states, OCP has
identified a facility, secured state funds to renovate it,
employed an Executive Director and staff, and secured
approval for a lease on the property.

An architect has been selected and is designing the
facility for the unique needs of the women and
children. The staff and Board have engaged experts in
the field and pursued thoughtful and informed
dialogue about the programs OCP will offer.

An OCP supporter looks at her hat choices at
“Hats Off to the Kids!” celebration. (Read more on page 2)

These are some of the highlights of progress on OCP.
Behind every major step are many smaller steps that
had to come together in order to move forward.
Numerous contacts with the Department of
Correction, other non-profit organizations, and the
faith community have ensued. Other agencies have
joined as partners, including the Departments of
Administration and Health and Human Services, and
the Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and
History at UNC, many other non-profit organizations
and the faith community. Especially important has
been contact with leaders in Butner and Granville
County where the facility will be located.

The vision has tangible evidence of progress; and in
2010-11, the vision becomes reality. We open our doors
to the families who need Our Children’s Place.

We extend special appreciation to the individual
donors who have walked with us the entire way . . . as
well as those who have recently joined us. Thanks to
all of you who helped us to five and to those of you
who will get us to 10 and beyond.

Kim Hoke
Chair, OCP Board of Directors



Building Blocks to Success

The planning process for OCP child development has
progressed as a result of extensive research, multiple
site visits, interviews, careful thought, good
communication, and team work. The OCP Board,
committee, and staff members are working together
toward the common goal of developing a high-quality,
comprehensive program that will uniquely meet the
needs of our infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.

We know that we must
precisely lay this
foundational planning
piece based on the
opportunity we have
before us to
significantly shape the
child’s values, beliefs,
and attitudes. Thus far,
our efforts include:

o Comprehensive child care survey that addresses
over 21 areas such as child care facility and room
design, meals, curriculum, playground, etc;

o Completion of our child services draft budget;

0 Visitations and observations in over 50 classrooms
that document developmental practices that may
be appropriate for OCP;

o0 Interviews with over 20 teachers and
administrators to receive recommendations on best
practices and pitfalls to avoid, leading to the child
development philosophy draft;

o Compilations of visits, interviews, and research
into a survey summary with recommendations for
a comprehensive plan to meet the individual
cognitive, language, physical, social-emotional, and
spiritual domains and development of each child.

We are on track to move forward from the planning
stage to the selection of our screens, assessments, and
curricula, and the development of our child care
operational policies, procedures, forms, and
handbooks essential to running an effective and high-
quality program.

Linda Washington
Early Childhood Consultant

—

OCP Slides into Fun

Last fall OCP was fortunate to receive a $6,000 grant
from the North Carolina Catholic Campaign for
Human Development (CCHD), the Catholic Church’s
domestic anti-poverty, social justice program. OCP
staff and Board are delighted and honored to have this
support from CCHD. Specifically, these funds will be
used to develop the children’s play area - a space
which will uniquely be designed to facilitate children’s
love of the outdoors as well as encourage creativity
and physical activity. OCP is thrilled to work with
NCSU’s Natural Learning Initiative (NLI) for
designing a stimulating place for play. Thank you,
CCHD & NLI!

Hat’s Off: A Celebration Brimming with Excitement

It was a Sunday afternoon in early November filled
with hats, delicious food, catching up with old friends
and meeting new ones, and one very happy raffle
winner of a handcrafted quilt!

Close to 100 supporters gathered at the Siena Hotel in
Chapel Hill for OCP’s annual “Hats Off to the Kids!”
celebration. Guests were inspired by the words of
Greensboro Mayor Yvonne Johnson to go forward as
leaders by being of service to others; and had the
opportunity to watch the premiere of OCP’s DVD.

Thank you to Eleanor Schaller for the lovely quilt
donation, our event sponsors, and the Siena Hotel for
making the event a success!

If The Hat Fits, Wear It!

OCP displayed H.A.T.S. (Handcrafted And Totally
Special) and other items about our mission to unite
families throughout North Carolina this past fall.
Alternative markets serve as an opportunity to share
information about OCP, encourage involvement, and
raise funds. Market attendees are encouraged to make
contributions in exchange for receiving unique holiday
gifts for family and friends. Our thanks goes out to the
following groups for inviting us to participate in their
markets:

e Grace United Methodist Church, Wilmington

e Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chapel Hill

e Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Durham
e St. Thomas More, Chapel Hill

e United Church of Chapel Hill

If there is an opportunity for us to be at your market,
e-mail Kamira at ourchildrensplace3@gmail.com.
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Scott and Suzanne
Alderman

Adrienne Allison and Bob
Pleasants

Altrusa Club of Chapel Hill

John and Beverly Anderson

Arthur and Janice
Anderson

Jonathan and Kristen
Andrews

Mary and Michael
Andrews

Sarah Andrews

Charles and Margaret Antle

Michelle Argersinger and
Gregory Guilmette

Gretchen and Art
Aylsworth

Terry Banfich

Patricia Barnard

Laurie Bazemore

Rita Berman

Anne Berry

Patricia Beyle

Donna Bickford

Debbie Biesack

Georgia Bizios

Sally Bober

Natalie Boorman

Kenneth and Marjorie
Broun

Glenn and Margaret D.
Brown

Kevin and Leslie Butterfield

Carol Candler and Andrew
Dobelstein

Hodding Carter and
Patricia Derian

Walter and Mary Cason

Chapel of the Cross

Karen Chapple

Church of Reconciliation

Barbara Cilenti

Jeffrey and Laura Clark

Natalie Corral

Margaret and Rich Crandall

Asta Crowe

Michael and Kitty Dalton

Carrie Davis

J. Paul and Linda De Jongh

Al Deitch

Julia and Robert Dermody

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
A big “THANK YOU!” goes out to the following donors* for their financial support

from July 1, 2008, through December 31, 2008. We appreciate your generous spirit!

Pietrina DeTitta

Alice Dietz

Corinne Dunn

Catherine Eagles

Sidney Eagles

Bobette Eckland and
Richard Kamers

Ruth Efird

Epworth United Methodist
Church

Jeffrey and Patricia
Erickson

John and Linda Foreman

Jim and Elaine Foster

Ida and Bill Friday

Dorothy Gagnier

Shirley Geissinger

Christine Gellings

Good Search

Michael Goodyear

Mark Gowland and Krysia
Lynes

Gerald and Mary Elllen
Griffin

Jim Griffin and
Dorothy Cilenti

Lilla Gutay

John and Martha Hadden

Steven and Jane Hall

John and Mary G.
Hammond

Michele and Douglas
Hardy

Bill Hendrickson

G. Douglas Hicks and
Patricia Legere-Hicks

Kim and Tim Hoke

Mark Hollins and Eleanor
Leung-Hollins

Michael Hutchinson

Carolyn and Lynn
Ikenberry

Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church

Kate Joyce

Charis and Bruce Kabat

Robert and Sally Keeney

Zachary Kelleher

Pat Kiesow

Ellie Kinnaird

Nancy Kirby

Ernest and Eunice Kraybill
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Beatrice Kurtz and Judith
Herman

Lisa Lackmann

Eric and Martha Larson

Margaret and Philip
Lawless

Sandy Leak

Paul and Caroline Lindsay

Kathryne Lockhart

Ashley Lucas

Sandra Lucas and
Billye Sanchez

Julia Mack

Deborah Mangis

Jennifer Manis

Anne Maren-Hogan and
Sam Maren

Gerald Mauro

Beth McAllister

Janet and Rich Csarny

Julie McHugh

Marilyn and Charles
McNamara

Joyce and Dennis Milko

Laura and Robert W. Moore

Connie and Steve Mullinix

Barbara and Paul
Nettesheim

Sarah Noland

Rena Norwood

Mary Norris Preyer and
Patrick Oglesby

Kristine O'Keefe

Bonnie and John Olsen

Mary Paterson

Charlotte Patrick

Jill and John Paul

Florence and James Peacock

Neil and Deborah Pedersen

Ruth Peterson and Beat
Steiner

Meg Scott Phipps

Dan Pollitt and Linda
Weisel

Ann and William F. Powers

Lucy and Robert Pryor

Diane and William Race

Lisa Ray

Geri and Ed Rayford

Margaret and Philip Rees

Katie Reily

Richard and Sue

)|

Richardson

Christina Riordan

Richard Rosen and Rebecca
Slifkin

Sue Russell

Katherine and Toby Savage

Katherine and Jerome P.
Seaton

Sarah and Rob Shapard

Kathleen and Todd
Shapley-Quinn

Chris Sims and Kathy
Colville

Nancy Sitterson

Naomi Slifkin

Peter and Mary Sluka

Barry Smith

Celia Sparger

Michael Sterling

Ann Stock

Harry and Anne D. Stowe

Kristen and Mark Sullivan

Anne Thomas

Cookie Thompson

Martha and Ruel Tyson

University Presbyterian
Church

Carol Uphoff

Genene and Daniel E.
Uyesato

Carolyn Van Sant

Daryl Walker

Sally Walker

Jim Ward

Stella Waugh and Knox
Tate

Cathy Wells

Susan Worley

Yarns Etc. . .

Kathy Yasui-Der

Andrew and Nancy W.
Zeman

*We’ve worked hard to
create an accurate list. We
apologize in advance for
any errors. Please contact
us with corrections.
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Did You Know?

OCP can be reached online via
Facebook! Be sure to “Join Our
Cause” to receive periodic
updates, make contributions,
invite your friends to join, and
start your own fund drive.

1. Go to http://apps.facebook.com/causes/home
2. Search for “Our Children’s Place”
3. Click on the Join link next to the OCP logo

Limlfs}‘wp

hare.

OCP is enrolled in the Food
Lion Shop & Share
fundraising program. Here is
the link to register your card
if you're a Food Lion shopper:

www.foodlion.com/IntheCommunity/ShopAndShare

You can donate to OCP
just by searching the AP
Internet and by using — =
GoodShop to find 000doedlCll
coupon codes and

discounts at more than 1,000 stores. Up to 30% of
every purchase will go to OCP by following the steps
below:

Search the Internet...

1. Go to http://www.goodsearch.com
Search for “Our Children’s Place”
3. Click on the Verify button, and surf the Net!

N

Giving Circles

r N
“Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can

Giving circles bring
together groups of
people with common

philanthropic goals to
benefit their change the world. Indeed,

communities by it’s the only thing that ever
allowing donors to has.”

leverage their pooled
assets to achieve a
greater impact. Belong \ J
to a giving circle? Consider OCP as a potential
recipient of your contributions.

--Margaret Mead

Please e-mail Melissa at ourchildrensplace@gmail.com
to learn more about how your Giving Circle can help
OCP today!

—

Board of Directors

Mary Andrews, MEd., Secretary
Mark Breakfield, CPA, Treasurer
Karen Chapple, MA, CCJP
Dorothy Cilenti, MPH, MSW

Kim Hoke, MEd., Chair/President
Valerie Johnson, Ph.D.

Joseph Jordan, Ph.D.

Beth McAllister, MSW

Florence Peacock, MA

Meg Scott Phipps, JD, LLM

Rich Rosen, JD

Kathleen Shapley-Quinn, MD, Past President
Mary Stowe, Vice Chair/Chair-Elect

Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ, Honorary Board
Member

How to Reach Us
Mail
P.O. Box 1086 = Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Telephone
(919) 843-2670 = (919) 929-5105

E-mail
Melissa Radcliff = Executive Director
ourchildrensplace@gmail.com

Carolyn Ikenberry, LCSW = Program Director
ourchildrensplace4@gmail.com

Kamira Jones « Community Liaison Coordinator
ourchildrensplace3@gmail.com

JoAnne Morris = Bookkeeper
ourchildrensplace@gmail.com

Cassie Smith = Assistant
ourchildrensplace2@gmail.com

www.ourchildrensplace.com

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list or if
your contact information has changed, please call our
office at (919) 843-2670.

OCP is a residential initiative allowing young children (babies and
preschoolers) to live with their mothers while the women serve out their
sentences for non-violent offenses. OCP is designed to break the
intergenerational cycle of crime, poverty, substance abuse, and family
violence. It will empower the child with the mother’s help to enhance
cognitive, social, physical, and emotional development. OCP plans to open its
doors in 2010. (2/28/09)
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