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“Hats Off to the Kids!” Celebration Brings Together Supporters

Guests at our “Hats Off to the Kids!” celebration were a great blend of new and long-term supporters.  Some of them had been involved since Our Children’s Place (OCP) was first conceptu​alized, while others marked the start of their involvement more recently as they learned of the work being done.  

But regardless of length or type of involvement, nearly 100 OCP supporters gathered in early November at the Siena Hotel in Chapel Hill to 
celebrate the work being done to support the children of incarcerated women.
Guests enjoyed delicious desserts and coffee, saw the model of Deerfield Cottage (future home of OCP in Butner), made donations in exchange for items handcrafted by female inmates at the North Carolina Correctional 

Institution for Women (items are clipped to clotheslines in the picture to the left), and heard about the agency’s plans for the future.

Speakers Senator Ellie Kinnaird, Warden Annie Harvey from the North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women, and OCP Board Chair Kathleen Shapley-Quinn thanked those in the room who have embraced the concept of OCP and are working to make it a reality.  
Our generous event sponsors included:

Circle of Caring

Michael and Mary Andrews

Jane Brown and Jim Protzman

Karen Chapple

Bill and Ida Friday

Kim and Tim Hoke

Ellen Johnson

Ellie Kinnaird

Ernest and Eunice Kraybill

Beth McAllister 
Mary Norris Preyer Oglesby & Patrick Oglesby

Nancy Sitterson

Circle of Compassion

Katherine C. Leith

Florence and Jim Peacock
Rich Rosen and Rebecca Slifkin

Kathleen and Todd Shapley-Quinn

Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History at UNC-Chapel Hill
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Corporate

The Siena Hotel

Yarns, Etc. . . 

Plans are underway for this year’s event.  If you are interested in being part of the organizing efforts, please contact the OCP office at (919) 843-2670 or ourchildrensplace@gmail.com.

OCP Team Increases By One

OCP has taken another step in its development by hiring a part-time Program Director.  Carolyn Ikenberry, a licensed clinical social worker, joined the staff in this position in late October 2007.  Prior to coming to OCP, she was with the Orange-Person-Chatham Area Program as Director of Children’s Services.

For a number of years, Carolyn has been active with the Church of the Reconciliation in Chapel Hill and a member of the Orange County Human Relations Commission.  She enjoys gardening, tennis, kayaking, hiking, exploring the wilderness, reading, and taking care of her grandchildren.  
When asked about joining the OCP team, Carolyn said, “I feel very fortunate to be a part of this remarkable program.  I look forward to working with the staff and board to build a program that will truly make a difference in the lives of the women and children we’ll serve.”

Look for Carolyn’s picture in the spring edition of our newsletter.

UNC-Chapel Hill Stone Center Panel
Provides Awareness Opportunity
More than 100 people attended a panel discussion entitled “Incarcerated Women: Challenges to the Criminal Justice System” at the Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History at UNC-Chapel Hill on January 15. 

Natalie Bullock Brown, co-host of UNC-TV’s “Black Issues Forum,” moderated the discussion with panelists Meg Scott Phipps (OCP Board member), Senator Ellie Kinnaird (OCP supporter), and Melissa Radcliff (OCP Executive Director).   Phipps shared her experience of serving a three-year sentence in a federal prison while Ellie and Melissa spoke about the opportunities OCP will provide for incarcerated women and their children.
The panel discussion was followed by a Q&A period.  Audience members’ questions centered on the demographics of prison populations, what can be done differently to reduce the number of people entering prison, the services needed for people once they leave prison and re-enter society, and the possibility of expanding OCP at some point in the future.
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We’ve Expanded!
As of February 1, OCP now has a satellite office!  The new office, located in Carrboro, will provide much-needed space for staff and meetings.  

We continue to be extremely grateful to UNC-Chapel Hill for providing us with an office at the Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History on campus.  We plan to keep using both offices until the Deerfield Cottage renovations are complete.

With a new office comes a wish list.  We are gathering the following to furnish our space:

· desks and desk chairs (2 of each)

· bookcase(s)
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· file cabinet(s)

· meeting table with chairs

· small table for our Deerfield Cottage model

· laser printer.

If you are interested in donating any of these items, please contact Melissa at (919) 843-2670 or ourchildrensplace@gmail.com.

From Kathleen’s Pen
Dear OCP Friends, 

We are getting smarter.  

These past few months, OCP staff, Board members, and consultants have asked numerous agencies to help us.  Child care agencies, Montessori schools, women’s substance abuse programs, prisons, and many individuals with varied expertise have graciously taken us in for a few hours or a few days and shared their stories and their insights. Our goal is to see programs in action and to learn, from those around us, what works best.  The men and women who are the heart of these programs have become our mentors and educators.  And, as our Executive Director has commented, questions beget not only answers but also many more questions.  So we feel like we know more than we did just a couple of months ago.  And still, we have a lot to learn in the next couple of years before we open our doors.  

All of these visits have been memorable. Whether we’ve been in a child care center for developmentally challenged children or in a facility where women are incarcerated, these programs strive for (and often succeed in) creating an environment of respect, dignity, and stability.  There is thoughtfulness in each of these places in a myriad of details.  The way space is used (or designed, when there is that luxury) and the details of programming for children and for moms are all very intentional.  The expectations for everything from who does the dishes to what are appropriate interactions between staff and clients are made clear.  

What we’ve taken away from each visit is that women in these programs must not only learn to respect program staff and co-residents, but also to respect themselves.  They learn how drugs and alcohol damage their lives and the lives of those around them.  They learn what it takes to get a job in the community and keep it.  Some realize their dream of earning a GED or entering community college.  For those who are mothers, they also begin to learn how to love a child who has often never known a parent who is present, caring, and invested in their well-being.  So these women attend classes, participate in groups, and progress through the often difficult phases in which they unlearn self-destruction and dysfunction, and begin to divorce their identity from their drugs.  They begin to experience what it feels like to be healthy, confident, and competent.

It would be an understatement to say that we are grateful for the programs listed on page 5 and the many other facilities and programs working hard to give North Carolina’s women (incarcerated or not) and children a new start, a good start, or a better start.  OCP will be honored to join the ranks within the next couple of years.

Kathleen Shapley-Quinn

Chair, OCP Board of Directors
A Season Full of H.A.T.S.

(Handcrafted And Totally Special)
With little regard for the weather outside, November and December proved to be the season of hats as we continued our tradition of having handcrafted items at a number of alternative and holiday markets throughout the community. 
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These hats, baby outfits, blankets, scarves, and other creative pieces were knitted and crocheted           
by inmates at the North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women who used supplies graciously donated by community members.  Other individuals donated items they created. 
Seven faith communities and two community organizations invited us to participate in their markets.  While each market was unique, what each provided was the opportunity to speak with community members about the needs of the children of incarcerated women and the work of OCP.  
A big “THANK YOU” to our market hosts:
· Altrusa International, Inc. of Chapel Hill

· Chapel Hill Christian Church

· Grace United Methodist Church, Wilmington

· Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chapel Hill

· Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Durham
· Newman Catholic Student Parish, Chapel Hill

· North Carolina Institute for Public Health, UNC School of Public Health at UNC-Chapel Hill

· St. Thomas More School, Chapel Hill

· United Church of Chapel Hill.

There are a number of ways to be involved with H.A.T.S.:

· donate yarn and other supplies; there are donation drop-off sites in Chapel Hill, Raleigh, and Greensboro

· invite OCP to have a table at your organization’s market

· knit or crochet items that can be displayed alongside the items made by the female inmates.

For more information, go to our website at www.ourchildrensplace.com and click on “H.A.T.S.”
Thank You for the Wonderful Support!

Over the past several months, we have received very generous donations from the following organizations:

· Ayco Charitable Foundation

· Chapel of the Cross

· Fowler Family Foundation

· Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

· Wal-Mart.

We appreciate both their generosity and their work to make OCP a reality.
A vast number of our donations come from individuals.  These contributions – big and small - represent a commitment to making a difference in the lives of incarcerated women and their children.
On behalf of those women and children, we thank you.
Sites to See

If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, then OCP will be flattering a number of groups in the near future.  As we wrote about in our fall newsletter, the planning process for the Deerfield Cottage (OCP’s future home) renovation is underway.  We have been working with an architect firm, Angerio Design, since fall 2007 to determine our space needs.

As part of that process, OCP staff and Board members have been doing site visits throughout the state (focused mainly on substance abuse treatment and child care facilities) to meet with agency staff about programs and space needs, tour facilities, talk with clients, and ask numerous questions.
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We would like to thank the following organizations for opening their doors to us and offering invaluable perspectives and insights:

· Children’s Learning Center (part of Chapel Hill Training-Outreach Project)

· Fairview Child & Family Center (part of Chapel Hill Training-Outreach Project)
· Family Foundations Program (California)

· Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute at UNC-Chapel Hill

· Freedom House

· Hope Meadow

· Mary Frances Center

· Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation (Maryland)

· North Carolina Botanical Garden

· North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women

· SAS Child Care Centers

· Spectrum Women & Children’s Program (Massachusetts)

· Summit House-Raleigh

· UNC Health Care Horizons.

A visit to TROSA in Durham is planned for March.
Workplace Campaigns

One way to support OCP is through workplace giving campaigns.  Our State Employees Combined Campaign (SECC) number is 3559.   For United Way, you can write in “Our Children’s Place” on your donation card.

Board of Directors

Mary Andrews, Secretary
Jean Anoff

Karen Chapple

Dorothy Cilenti

Kim Hoke, Vice-Chair
Joseph Jordan 

Beth McAllister

Florence Peacock 

Meg Scott Phipps

Rich Rosen

Kathleen Shapley-Quinn, Chair
Mary Stowe, Treasurer
Ellie Kinnaird, Supporter

How To Reach Us

Phone  (919) 843-2670 • Fax  (919) 962-3725

Mail  P.O. Box 1086 • Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Office  Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History • UNC-Chapel Hill •

150 South Road • Chapel Hill, NC  27599
E-mail

Melissa Radcliff, Executive Director ourchildrensplace@gmail.com
Carolyn Ikenberry, Program Director

Ourchildrensplace4@gmail.

Karman Kent, Faith Community Liaison

ourchildrensplace3@gmail.com
JoAnne Morris, Bookkeeper

ourchildrensplace@gmail.com
Cassie Smith, Program Development Assistant

ourchildrensplace2@gmail.com
Website  www.ourchildrensplace.com
If you wish to be removed from our mailing list or if your contact information has changed, please call our office at (919) 843-2670.
OCP is a residential initiative allowing young children (babies and preschoolers) to live with their mothers while the women serve out their sentences for non-violent offenses.  OCP is designed to break the intergenerational cycle of crime, poverty, substance abuse, and family violence.  It will empower the child with the mother’s help to enhance cognitive, social, physical, and emotional development.  OCP plans to open its doors in 2009.                                                                 
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